
December 17, 2021

District Community:

Good afternoon, I hope you are well and looking forward to the start of the weekend, albeit an
expected soggy one.  Although we received only a handful of inquiries from concerned parents
regarding the tik tok issue, whether it is five or five hundred inquiries, the input and dialogue is
valuable.   Maywood and many other districts chose not to send any info home before school
because we, along with the MPD, felt it would be promoting the event as opposed to quelling the
rumors.  As with all of our safety and security protocols we have to keep them very close to the vest
as the issues that we worry about come from outside our school environment and therefore our
communication is limited on this type of a topic deliberately.  There really is no right decision in this
instance but instead a decision that must be analyzed and implemented in everyone's best interest.

The District was made aware yesterday of the tik tok issue and proactively worked with the MPD
throughout the day yesterday and today.  It was deemed unfounded and non credible and hence we
made the decision not to add to the concern by bringing attention to it and adding stress to our kids
who have been overwhelmed since the start of the school closures over a year ago. The MPD, as is
the case with all departments, were more visible than normal this morning, and we thank them for
that.  As always we see the safety of our students and staff as our top priority. That is our
commitment not only today but of course each and every day.

Unfortunately, this is yet another in a string of monthly tik tok school related challenges that we
monitor consistently.  Although it's hard to imagine that there is a craze of monthly school related
tik tok challenges, it is a reality, and it is something that we focus on. Unfortunately this is a stark
reminder of the incredible power that social media has and plays in our lives.  Although very
powerful when used correctly and with good intentions, it can also be dark, very troubling, and has
the power to create messaging that has a reach that simply is limitless. We thank our staff,
administration, MPD, and Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office for their collective work on this issue
and their focus each and every day on both minor and significant practices and procedures that
place the safety of our kids and staff first.

Thanks for a great week.  Have an awesome weekend!
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